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Text of 



Pillowing isthe prepared 
text of President Johnson’s 
speech to the American Bar 
Asdpciation in New York 
yesterday: . 

I j speak to ' you in the 
midst Of a troubled week in 
a turbulent world. 

S: nee the end of World 
War II, America has been 
found wherever freedom 
was under attack, or world 
peace threatened. 

Tlie stage has shifted 
many times. 

The stakes have grown as 
man’s capacity for destruc- 
tion grew. But our role has 
not changed. With con- 
stancy we have pursued the 
defense of freedom and 
prevented nuclear destruc- 
tion. We have patiently 
Tab ore d to construct a 
world order in which both 
peace and freedom could 
flourish. 

We have lived so long 
with crisis and danger that 
we accept, almost without 
division, the premise of 
American concern for 
threats to order. 

Yet this is a unique re- 
sponsibility — unique for 
America, and unique in 
history. 

We accepted this re- 
sponsibility, first, because . 
at one time no other nation 
Could do it. For the last 20 
years, only under the shad- 
ow of our strength could 
friends keep their freedom 
and build .their nation. Now 
that | our allies have been 
restored to strength, they 
must | share our responsibil- 
ity in pursuit of common 
purpose. 



£ M Painful Cost’ 



We have done this be- 
cause we have, at painful 
cost, learned that we can 
no longer wait for the tides 
of conflict to touch our 
shores. Aggression and 



upheaval, in any part of the 
world, carry the seeds of 
destruction to our own 
freedom and, perhaps to 
civilization itself. 



We have done this, lastly, 
for al reason that is often 
difficult fOr others to un- 
derstand. We have done it 
because it was right that 
We should. 

Friendly cynics and 
fierce enemies alike often 





tinderestimate or ignore tne 
Strong thread of moral 
purpose which runs 
through the fabric of our 
history. 

- Of course, our security 
and welfare shape our pol- 1 
ieies. But much of the en- 
ergy of our efforts has 
come from moral purpose. 

It is right that the strong 
should help the weak de- 
fend their freedom. 

It is right that the 
wealthy should help the 
poor emerge from hunger. 

-■It is right that help and 
understanding should flow 
from friendship and loyal- 
ty. 

„ It is right that nations 
Should be free from the 
coercion of others. 

That these truths may 
coincide with interest does 
not make them less true. 

There is another value 
which guides our course. It 
is the deep American belief 
on the peaceful process of 
orderly settlement. 

Cyprus, Viet-Nam 

I would like briefly to 
discuss two very different 
Places where .we are work- 
ing for this principle — Cy- 
prus and Viet-Nam. 

The conflict in Cyprus 
comes from causes deeply 
rooted in the history and 
cirsumstances of that 
troubled island. 

We do not know the fi nal 
result of that conflict. We 
do know the United States 
should not stand idly by 
While two of its best' 
friends are at the edge of 
vfar. 

I Both Greece and Turkey 
#e fellow members of the 
NATO alliance. They are 
Ifoth courageous and dedi- 
cated members of the free 
^ o r 1 d community. They 
Save both been closely asso- 
ciated with us for the 17 
years since the Truman 
©octrine. 

ll If is out duty to the al- 



liance to help prevent its 
disruption. It is our duty to 
help settle any conflict 
which might erupt into a 
wider arena. It is our duty 
' to help avoid large-scale 
loss of life among the 
peoples of Cyprus, whose 
true interests lie in peace. 
It is our duty to work to- 
w a r d acceptance of the 
principle that disputes 
should be settled without 
force. For if orderly proc- 
ess is not accepted among 
friends* it will not be pos- 
sible between adversaries. 

Steps Taken 

In pursuit of these re- 
sponsibilities, I have sent 
pur Under Secretary of 
State to all capitals con- 
cerned. 

We invited the heads of 
government of Greece and 
Turkey to the White House 
for long and serious talks, 
i I have sent a distin- 
guished former Secretary 
of State, Mr. Acheson, to 
Geneva . to work for peace- 
ful agreement. 

We have kept in close 
touch with Athens and 
Ankara and Nicosia , by re- 
peated personal messages. 

And in this - spirit we 
have welcomed the efforts 
of the United Nations to 
arrange a cease-fire. 

| r In Viet-Nam, too, we 
work for world Order. 

For ten years, through 
three Administrations, we 
have had one consistent 
aim — observance of the 
1954 agreements which 
guaranteed the independ- 
jg ence of South Viet-Nam. 

| That independence has 
| been the consistent target 
f of aggression and terror, 
i 

Response Pattern 

For ten years our re- 
sponse to these attacks has 
followed a consistent pat- • 




tern, i 

Firsjt, that the South 
Vietnamese have the basie 
responsibility for the de- 
fense I of their own freedom. 

Second, we would engage 
our strength and resources 
to whatever extent needed 
to help others repel ag- 
gression. 

T h ere are those who 
would have us depart from 
these tested principles. 

Some say we should 
withdraw from South Viet- 



Nam. 



But the United States 



cannot, and will not, turn 
aside |. and allow the free- 
dom of a brave people to 
"be handed over to Com- 
munist tyranny. This al- 
ternative is strategically 
unwise and morally un- 
thinkable. 

Others are eager to en- 
large the conflict. They call' 
upon us to take reckless 
action which might risk the 
lives of millions, engulf 
much of Asia, and threaten 
the peace of the world. 
Moreover, such action 
would offer no solution at 
all to the real problem of 
Viet-Nam. We can and will 
meet ;ahy wider challenge 
from others. But our aim in 
Viet-Nam, as in the rest of 
the world, is to help restore 
the peace and reestablish a 
decent order. 

The course we have 
" chosen will require wisdom 
and endurance. But let no 
one doubt we have the re- 
sources and the .will to 
follow this course as long 
as it may take. We will not 
be worn down. We will not. 
""be driven out. We will not 
be provoked into rashness. 
But' tre will continue ti 
aeet aggression wil 
firmness and unprovoked 
attack with measured reply. 
Thai is the meaning oJ 
he prompt reaction of ou 
lestroyers to unprovoked! 
attack. That is the meaning 
of the positive reply of our 
aircraft to a repetition of 
that attack. That is the 
meaning of the resolution 
passed last week by the 
Congress with 502 votes in 
favor and only 2 opposed. 
That is the meaning of the 
national unity we have 
shown I to all the world in 
this last week. 

And , there is another 
consideration wherever the 
forces j of freedom are en- 
gaged^ No one who com- 
mands,- the power of nu- 
clear weapons can escape 




Associated Press 



President; Johnson shakes hands with Mayor Robert 
Wagner in New York’s Waldorf-Astoria Hotel. .The 
Mayor* had greeted the President earlier on his arrival 
at a Wall Street heliport after a flight from Kennedy' 
Airport yesterday. , . - t • ' 



his responsibility for the 
life* of our people 1 and their 
children. It has never -been 
the' policy of any American 
President to systematically 
place in hazard the life of 
this Nation by threatening 
nuclear war. No American 
President has ever pursued 
so irresponsible a course. 

Our firmness at moments 
of crisis has always been 
matched by restraint, our 
determination by care. It 
was so Under President 
Truman . at Berlin, under 
President Eisenhower in 
the Formosa Straits, under 
President Kennedy in the 



Cuba missile crisis. AncTtl 
pledge you, it vidil be so aS 
long as I am President, i ' 

In Viet-Nam, in Cyprus, 
and in every continent; in. a 
hundred different ways, 
our efforts iare - directed 
toward world . order. Only 
when all nations are willing 
to accept peaceful proce- 
dures as an alternative to 
forceful settlement will the 
peace of the world be se- 
cure. 

While we work for 
peaceful process a m o n g 
nations, we must also 
maintain law and order 
among our own citizens. 



No person, whatever his 
grievance, can be allowed 
to attack the right of every 
American to be secure in 
his home, his shop and in 
his streets. We will not 
permit any part of America 
to become a jungle, where 
.the weak are the prey of 
the strong and the many. 

Such acts must be stopped 
and punished — whether 
they occur in Mississippi or 
in New ■ York. Under our 
Constitution, the- local au- 
thorities have the central 
responsibility for civil 
peace. There is no- place in 
our Federal system for a ' 
national police force. But 
.where help is needed, or 
Federal law is violated, we 
shall be there. We will 
work together to punish all 
such lawbreakers, whether 
they ; be ' murderers in the 
countryside or h o ode d 
night riders on the high- 
ways or hoodlums in the 
city. . 

Fulfillment of rights and 
prevention of disorder goes 
hand in hand. 

Resort to violence blocks 
the path toward racial jus- 
tice. 

The denial of rights in- : 
vi t e s increased disorder 
and violence. 

Those who would . hold 
back progress to w ar d 
equality and, at the same 
time, promise , racial peace . 
a r e deluding themselves 
and the people. Orderly 
progress, e x a c t enforce- 
ment of law are the only 
path to an end of racial 
strife. 

The Emancipation Proc- 
lamation was signed 100 
years ago. But as we all 
know, emancipation was a 
proclamation, not a fact. 
After a century of wanting 
and waiting, a comp as- 



sionate and comprehensive 
law came into being. It was 
passed by more than two- 
thirdis of the members of 
both parties of the Con- 
gress under the leadership 
of both Democratic and 
Republican leaders. 

This is a Government of 
laws, not men. The Con- 
gress has passed the law. 
The President has signed it 
— and will enforce it. Cit- 
izens must observe it. 
Neither demonstrations in 
the streets nor violence in 
the night can or will re- 
strain us from seeing to it 
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that laws rightly passed 
will be justly observed. 

That is the path along 
which I intend to lead this 
Nation. 

And I am convinced that 
the same dedication to le- 
gal order which will keep 
the peace in this land will 
bring us nearer to peace 
among all lands. ■ 

I have , hopes, despite 
crisis and conflict, that day 
may be coming nearer. 

It was 19 years ago this 
month that Pres i d e n t 
Truman announced: “The 

force from which the sun 
draws its power has been 
loosed . . 
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When he heard the news, 
Albert Einstein exclaimed: 
“The world is not yet ready 

But unprepared or not. 
the reality was there and 
we have struggled to 
master it. Today freedom is 
stronger^ For despite dif- 
ficulty and danger, no na- 
tion has fallen to commu- 
nism since Cuba in 1959. 
War: has been prevented. 
Danger has been receding. 
If we can continue that 
course, the future will 
perhaps say of us: “They 
became the masters and 
not the victims of the age.” 




